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0 correct the diſorders of * 
great and ancient ſtate; 3 diſ- 
orders which have grown ih | 


119 growth, and Arengthened with its flrength, ; 
is ſo nice and fo difficult an undertaking, 


5 that we ought not to wonder if thoſe who 


try it ſhould fail in the attempt. But the ” 
| undertaking is of ſo noble and ſo beneficent 
a kind, that even the attempt, when ſin- 
cere and diſintereſted, merits ſome ſhare 
of our approbation. There are, indeed, 
many people who will not grant this ſpe- 
| cieß of merit to vo and your aſſociates, 5 
5 0 
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. A Letter to 


in your preſent ſcheme of reforming the 
government of Great Britain : alledging 
that your motives are ſordid or ſpiteful, 
and your purpoſes miſchievous. Upon 
what they found this allegation I do not 


know, for I cannot allow that a miſchie- 
vous conduct is a ſufficient proof of a miſ- 


chievous intention. But let them found 
it upon what they will, no ſuch conjec- 
ture will appear in any part of this letter. 
On the contrary, it will every where pre- 
ſume, that your purpoſe is to promote the 
: public welfare, and will only enquire how 
far the wiſdom of the means has been ade- 
28 75 to the benignity of the end. 


Thoſe who do not look A + than 
the ſurface of things, may perhaps con- 


ſider this letter as a criticiſm upon your con- 


duct; but without a more extended view, 
0 ſhould not have written a ſingle line of 
it. It is indeed addreſſed to you; but not 
as a private gentleman, or as a member 
for the city of Briſtol: it is addreſſed to 
| you as the mouth of a formidable party, 
8 +0 
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as the repreſentative of all the county 


meetings, committees, and other reforms 
ing affociations now ſwarming in every 
part of the kingdom: and, as it is things, 
not perſons, which are the objects of my 
enquiry, I ſhall make no ſcruple in blend- 
ing your conduct and theirs into one maſs, 


or in mixing my obſervations upon what 


is contained in their petitions with what 1 
find in your ſpeech, without being at the | 
n of nicely ping them. 


| 1 dl, then, 1 with this general 


obſervation; that in all your proceedings, 


though intimately connected with the 
ſupreme political affairs of this country, 
there is nothing that announces that ſpirit 


of buſineſs which diſtinguiſhes great ſtateſ- 


men from great men of every other pro- 
feſſion. Not to indulge myſelf 1 in the uſe 
of ambiguous phraſes, I mean by the bes 
rit of buſineſs, that ſpecies of mind which 
3s conſtantly occupied in the conſideration _ 
of cauſe and effect; which looks back with 3 
baſe to the Pourquoi of the Pourquoi, and 
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8 A Letter to 


forward to the conſequence of conſe- 


quences; and which forbids the engaging 


in any enterprize till all the ſteps are fore- 
ſeen, and all the means are provided for 
rendering it effectual. 


To enter at once upon the ſubject: 
Vour firſt general poſitions are, that an 


#ndug expenditure of the public money 
ought to be prevented; that exorbitant ſa- 
laries ought to be diminiſhed; that unme- 
rited penſions ought to be reſcinded ; ; and, 
that 25uſes in government ought to be re- 
formed: poſitions ſo ridiculouſly true, 
that nothing can account for their coming 
from the mouth of any man of the leaſt 
1 diſcernment, except their being meant as 
baits for drawing ſhallow people to put 
their names to petitions containing a va- 
-.-. ety of other matters of a much more 
dark and ambiguous kind. 1 
To make us however mo for this 
100 great ſimplicity, the next ſet of poſi- 
tions, and which make the moſt ſhining fi- 
gure in all your ſpeeches and petitions, are ſo 
MN Aar 
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far from being truiſms, that they are not 


true at all; I mean the aflertions that 
this extravagant diſtribution of the public N 
money in ſalaries and penſions is inſtru— 
mental to the influence of the Crown; 


that the increaſe of it tends to increaſe this 
influence; and that this influence 18 dan- 


gerous to the liberty of the people. 


Men who reaſon without facts, or, 
what ! 18 worſe, from facts ill underſtood ; 


and improperly ſtated, muſt never expect 


a rational or uſeful concluſioa. 'Ler us, 
then, examine ſtrictly what is the true 


ſtate of the facts, relatively to this mat- 
ter. Influence in government can only 
originate from power or riches; words 
in the political dictionary meaning almoſt 

the fame thing. Whatever original power 

3 or riches the Kings of England might have 5 
formerly poſſeſſed, 1 leave to the diſcuſ- 
ſion of hiſtorians and antiquaries; it is to 
us a matter of mere curioſity, and totally 

unconnected with the preſent queſtion. 

Notwith ſtanding the high ſounding words 


: of King, Lords, and Commons in parlia- 


35 ment 
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ment aſſembled, it is a fact of great noto- 
riety, and of which no man of reflection 


can be ignorant, that the diſpoſal of the 
riches, and with it the ſupreme uncontroul- 
able power of this country, has been for 


many years- exerciſed by the majority 


of the Houſe of Commons alone; and 
that any attempt in the other two parts of 
the legiflature to interfere in this import- 
ant money buſineſs, has becn held to be 
unconſtitutional, 
This is a ſyſtem which has been gra- 
dually forming vpon what are now called 
Revolution Principles. It has been ſtiled 
by its friends The VN hig Syſtem ; and by 
its enemies, The Stem of Corruption; but 
I, who neither mean to praiſe or to blame, 
and only mean, without fee or reward, to 
thew, what it really is, do ſay, that it is 
the popular or democratic ſyſtem, and the 
moſt popular and democratic. that was 5 
ever ſeen 1 in any empire ſo rich and ex- 
tended as ours. It is a ſyſtem originating 2 
from the people, and which has been car- 
ried to the utmoſt limits of popularity 
. that 
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that: are conſiſtent with civil order and go- 


vernment : nay I even ſuſpect, with ſome 


degree of uneaſineſs, that it has already 


paſſcd thoſe limits, and that the diforders 


which have always accompanied every at- 


tempt of the many to govern the many, 


| already begin to ſhew themſelves. 


This my 1 that there | is now no 


: original power in the Crown, and that all 
the- power it ſeems to exerciſe 18 merely 4 
delegated one from the majority of the 
Houle of Commons, i in whom all is veſted 
by the People, 1s founded, as I ſaid, upon 
facts well known to all who have made 
thoſe ſubjects their ſtudy ; ; but as the ac- 


tual conduct of ſtate affairs is now extended 


to thouſands who have little means or lei- 
ſure. to acquire any knowledge of them : 
beyond what the news-papers afford, I 
| will here, for their benefit, enumerate 
ſome of the principal facts alluded % 


The King ! 18 vulgarly ſaid to have the 


power of declaring war, and of making 
peace to have the command of all the 


| = WET mili- | 
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military force of the nation—to have the 
appointment of all the officers of the army 
and navy to have the appointment of the 
officers of his own houlbold, and of every 
department, civil as well as military; and 
that any reſidue of the public money not 
ſo employed, he has the right of diſpoſ- 
ing of, in the way of penſions, to who- 
ever pleaſes him. 


Theſe, Sir, as they ſtand upon my pa- 
per, are truly royal powers; they are the 
powers by which all Kings have governed; 

and greater than thoſe no King, the moſt 
deſpotic, was ever veſted with. But let 
us take care not to miſtake ſhadows for 
ſubſtances. It will be found upon a cloſer 

inſpection that theſe powers are only lent, 


and, like moſt other 1. for the benefit 
of the lenders; K who have it always 1 in their 


power to with-hold or withdraw the loan 
in caſe the conditions upon which it is 
lent are not complied with. When once 
it is ackowledged that the King has little 
or no private property of his own, and 
2 that the pajority of the Houſe of Com- 


mons 
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mons hate the extlaſive privilege of giving 


and granting the nation's money for every 


purpoſe, civil and military, all the conſe- 


\ 


quences I have hinted are obvious. The 


King, I have faid, may declare war; but 


if the majority of the Houſe of Commons 
are not willing to vote the requiſite ſup- 
plies, his declaration muſt be immediately 
recalled; to prevent which he will be ſure 
not to declare any war till this majority 
have made it their own, by teſtifying 
their approbation of it. He it is laid, 
has the command of the army and navy; 5 
but if the Houſe of Commons do not 
chuſe to vote the annual money for their 
pay, he would have no army or navy to 
command: and in caſe they ſhould poſt- 
| pone the paſſing the annual act of parlia- | 
ment againſt mutiny and deſertion till 
after the 25th of March, the army on 
foot, down to the ſentinel at his palace- 
gate, would be legally diſbanded. 


With regard to the diſpoſal of offices, - 


6511 and military, it is needleſs to enter 


| Ito a tedious detail. It is eafy for a man 


of 
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of your good memory and readineſs of 


ſpeech to make a commentary upon the 
little red book to laſt three hours and a 


half; but when done, we ſhall learn lit- 
tle more from it than from the ſhort anec- 
dote you relate from Lord TALBOT, who, 


you ſay, gave up all his attempts to reform 


the King's kitchen, upon finding that the 


Turnſpit was a Member of parliament. 


This is enough for our inſtruction, ef Hoc 


nobis non altius inſeret Ammon. Why fa- 
tigue ourſelves with hacking at the wide- 
: fpreading and ever-renewing branches of 
_ a noxious tree, when the ſingle root lies 


to viſible, and ſo expoſed to the axe? . 
But, Sir, I will go further, and will 


Alert, that a real man of buſh neſs did not 
ſtand in need 'of this information from 
Lord TALBOT in order to be let into the 
ſecret. . A general knowledge of man- 
Kind, and a general knowledge of the real 


conſtitution of this country, ought to have 
been ſufficient for the purpoſe. All men, 


inn all countries, and in all times, WO 
haye been Faſſeſſed of ſupreme. power, 


have 
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have conſtantly availed themſelves of that 
advantage for enriching themſelves and 
their connections. The majority of the 
Houſe of Commons, our preſent ſupreme 
power, is compoſed of men; and it 
would be an exceſs of folly to ſuppoſe 
them actuated by motives different from 
the reſt of mankind. In fact, there is 
.-.nGT--S. ſingle place of thoſe ſaid to ben in 
the giſt of the Crown, that is not poſſeſſed 
by a Member of parliament, or by ſome- 
body who holds it at his requiſition. 
"Theſe requiſitions are made, ſometimes 
in polite terms, ſometimes roughly; but 
in Whatever form they are urged, they 
muſt be complied with, % Do you aſk 
me what is further meant by the word 
elſe? The anſwer is exceedingly obvi- 
ous; the perſon. commonly called the 
Chief Miniſter, but who is, in reality, no 
more than the agent for tranſacting what 
belongs to this political loan between the 
Crown and the People, 3 would ſoon, in 
caſe of repeated refuſals, have a majority 
of the, Houſe of Commons againſt him, 
| Who, 
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who, by. an addreſs to his majeſty, 
would immediately get him removed 
from his office; as they would, in like 
manner, his ſucceflor, if he ſhewed 
himſelf equally ignorant in diſtinguiſhing 
who were his real maſters. I am almoſt 
aſhamed to have written ſo much in ex- 
planation « of a matter of ſo ſimple a kind 
as to require but a hint to be perfectly 

underſtood. I will, therefore, conclude 
this part of my ſubject by obſerving, that 
when you, by your new Act of parliament, 

: ſhall have ſtripped the King of the ſmall _ 

remains of his private fortune, the private 
fortune of his anceſtors from William the 
Conqueror, that he will be the only man 
in de Britiſh dominions who has neither 
| liberty nor property to boaſt of; and that 
| he will be intirely at the mercy of the 
majority of the Houſe of Commons for f 
the ſhoes he wears, and for the bread he 

daily diſtributes to his numerous and 
beautiful family. To this you will per- 

| haps ſay, that he has no need of private 


property, for that the part po” is bound 85 
| find 
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nd him. Be it ſo: I know it has been 


long a favourite notion of a certain ſet of 
people ; E and I do not defire them to adopt 
any notion of mine in the room of it. 
All I defire of them, and of you, is, a 
little meaning and confiſtency; and that 
you would defiſt from inflaming the 
minds of the populace by declamations 
about the dangerous influence of a perſon 
whom the popular ſyſtem has already 


reduced to the moſt helpleſs ſtate of 


dependence. | 
| re 


9 nods 


Once more let me repeat, that 1 
neither mean to praiſe or to blame our 
preſent ſyſtem of government: I mean to 
aCt a part ſomewhat ſimilar to that of a . 
poſt upon the highway, which points out 
the ſeveral roads to the doubtful traveller, | 
while 1 it has, irſelf, no intention of Münz = 
a foot. FO TIM Ae. Det 
In the ende, anz of this poſtike bf 
function, allow me to point out to you, 


that the preſent influence, either as it is 


| + heat by you, or by me, can, in 
5 GGö;ͥ alter 


—— — — — — — 


63 7 OO 
A 


1 * . 
_ — ͤ— . . . id — ade 
by * 


18 4 4 Letter 10 


neither caſe, be dangerous to the liberty 
of the people. It is, indeed, a ſyſtem 
that by over- checking the public exer- 
tions, may, ſome time or other, endanger 
the independency of the whole - Britiſh 


State, relatively to foreigners, and with it 


all our lives, liberties, and properties ; but 
the internal liberty of the people, rela- 
tively to their own rulers, can never be 
affected by any increaſe of it except that 
8 increaſe ſhould go ſo far as to produce 


anarchy, or a total diſſolution of that very 


corrupt ſyſtem # you complain of: In 

the mean while the people themſelves are 
the primum mobile of this ſyſtem, the 
primary diſpoſers of cheir own liberty, or 
Fee power. 


— er. favori 


Ie ſu populue— 


5 and cha: this Gone: of the people | 
is to be acquired by love or by money, is 
nothing - to the preſent queſtion. They 
wall always be their own maſters while 
they: continue to have the diſpoſal of 
themſelves ; z and will be the more tena- = 


cious 
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cious in retaining and extending their + 
| liberty, the higher price they find it will 
bring. This increafing influence, for 1 

arm ſenſible that it does increaſe, is owing 
to the increaſing avidity of Members of 
parliament, partly occaſioned by the in- 

_ creaſing number and avidity of their con- 
ſtituents: and it will probably continue 

increaſing till ſuch time as all the money 
that can be raiſed from the whole of 1 
inhabitants of Great Britain, aſſiſted by al! 

the money his Majeſty may draw from his 
more diſtant dominions, will be unable to 
ſatisfy them. Beyond this period 1 do not 

chuſe to caſt my eye; but, as a friend to | 


mene Hopes" it is {ill at a great diſtance. 


That there may be errors and ertkaba⸗ a 
gancies in the expenditure of the public 
money, is what I do not attempt to con- 8 
trovert; and heartily wiſh, with vou, that 
they could be altogether prevented. The 
| queſtion ſtill to be anſwered, is, how al 
Many attempts have been made of this 


fort, but being rather the product of i 
8 4 5 N tion 
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tion and clamour than of any ſolid prin- 
ciple, have been found to do more harm 
than good. Place- acts, after place- acts, 
have been paſſed, to prevent perſons hold- 


ing offices from ſitting in the Houſe of 


Commons ; by which that Houſe has been 


deprived of many men whoſe general 
knowledge 'of buſineſs would have been 


a help, and whoſe celebrity of character 
would have been an ornament te it; while 
their ſeats in the houſe have been filled 
by remitters, contractors, and others of 
the ſame obſcure aud illiberal claſs, and 

whoſe emoluments are much more diffi- 

cult to be limited or. aſcertained. Theſe, 
Sir, are things not to be raſhly and! incon- 
ſiderately tampered with. If the evils we 
complain of are without remedy, the 
complaint is weak and unmanly : 11 there 

is a vifible remedy, but which, upon ap- 
plication, would produce 4. worſe diſtem- 
per, it would be madneſs to apply it. In 
no part of your Speech do I find this 
important point of the remedy taken into 
conſideration ; I and this is what I call a 
want 
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want of that Hirit of bufneſs, which, 1 in 

my opinion, is not to be compenſated by 
the moſt lively metaphors, or the moſt 

harmonious periods. The firſt ſtep to be 


taken towards the cure of any diſtemper 
is to find out the true cauſe. The cauſe 
being removed, the diſtemper will proba- 


bly ceaſe of itſelf. If the cauſe is of ſuch 


a nature as not to be ſuſceptible of removal, 


the caſe is deſperate, | You have aſſigned 5 
as the cauſe of our exorbitant expences the 
overbearing and growing influence of the 
Crown, and in conſequence of this notion 
have adviſed parliament 1 to ſtrip the King 
of | the ſmall remains of his patrimonial 
revenue, in order to render him, if poſſi- 
ble, more dependent upon the Houſe of 
Commons. But unleſs all I have faid of 
the power of the Houſe of Common, 1 is a 
chain of falſhoods, the cauſe you aflign is 
the reverſe of the true one; and conſe- 
quently every new ſtep. taken to increaſe = 
the power of the Commons and the de- 
pendence of the Crown, muſt operate in 


8 increafing the evil. 
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But theſe are not the only things in 


which the ſpirit of bufineſs is wanting. 
Whether the public money goes into the 


pockets of the majority in parliament by 
the voluntary contrivance of the King, or 


by their own ſovereign will and pleaſure, 


ſtill it is allowed to go into their pockets. 
What hope, then, is there of any redreſs 


from petitions or ſpeeches that are addreſſed 


to the perſons acknowledged to be in fault? 
To conſtitute thoſe who are parties to be 
likewiſe the judges in the cauſe, ſhews 
very little of the /þ:r:t of bujineſs, and very 
little knowledge of the means by which 


all buſineſs 1 1s rendered effectual. Perhaps 


you may ſay, you mean no more than to 
adviſe what you conceive to be for the 
public good; leaving to parliament, in its 
ſuperior wiſdom, to adopt as much or as 
little of your advice as it thall ſee conve- 
nient. If this is all the part you mean to 
act, you do no more than what becomes 
you as a vigilant ſenator, . whoſe zeal, in 
cvery event, merits the thanks of the public. 
But in this caſe, I would adviſe you, by 
ie 85 Way 


3 
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way of conſiſtency, to blot out from your 
Speech certain expreſſions, very ſignificantly | 
printed in Italics, and likewiſe to enter 
your ſolemn proteſt againſt certain Reſolves 
of county meetings and committees ; all 
of which ſtrongly indicate ſome other 
mode of adviſing, ſome other form of 
prayer, of a more coercive and effectual 


kind. 


I ſee in every part of your Speech much 
diligence, much information, and much 
arrangement; and it is, in this reſpect, both 
| entertaining and inſtructive; but I per- 
ceive, at the ſame time, that it is the 
arrangement of a merchant or manufac- 
turer, whoſe thoughts go no farther than 
to increaſe the neat profits of his trade, by 
leſſening the expences of it. In ſuch a 
man it would be certainly wiſe to get the 
uſual work of two labourers to be per- 


formed by one, or the work of twenty 
to be performed by a machine ; ; and from 


thence you conclude, that it would be 


equally wiſe in the Britiſh nation to get 


all the buſineſs of the ſeveral State depart- 8 


ments 8 
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ments HE by five or ſix men, at the 
annual expence of a few hundred pounds. 
But, Sir, you are far behind in the art 
of ſimile-making, if you imagine there is 
any analogy between the ſupreme ma- 
nagement of an independent State, and 
the managment of a brewhouſe. And 
yet ſo you ſeem inclined; for in all this 
long Speech, in which you even Profeſs, ; 
along with faving money, an intention to 
correct many political abuſes, there does 
not appear one political idea to direct or 


limit your oeconomy; ſo that, for any 


thing you know, or conſider, you mar 
be doing the public a pound of damage, 
while you are ſaving it an ounce of 
money. Now, Sir, 1f I had leiſure and 
inclination to write a Letter as long as 
your Speech, it would be eaſy for me to 
| thew that the conſideration of the public 
oeconomy of every nation is inſeparably 
connected with that of its particular form 
of government: : That 1 in all States, where 
the uſe of money is known, one univerſal 
Practice prevails; which! is that of raiſing hb 


A certain fs 
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a certain ſum from the whole inhabitants, 
to be afterwards diſtributed to a few of 


them: That this diſtribution 1 is not alone 5 


intended as the means of procuring cer— 
tain ſervices to be performed for the com- 
munity, but is itſelf one of the ultimate 
ends for which the money is raiſed: 
That according to the different forms of 
government, the public money is differ- 
ently diſtributed; and that the numbers 
and quality of the receivers is that which 
chiefly mar ks the different Conſtitutions 
of different ſtates, whether deſpotic, arif. 
tocratic, or popular; whether military or 
eccleſiaſtic. In the courſe of this diſſer- 
tation, it would be eaſy for me to tſhew 
that one form of government is naturally 
leſs expenſive than another; and I ſhould 
probably finiſh it by ſhewing, that the 
cheapeſt 1 is not always the moſt eligible. 0 
At preſent T ſhall content myſelf. ih = 
obſerving, that no ſuch leading poli- 


tical principle is to be found, either „ 


: prefled or implied, in your Speech; but 
ont the contrary, if we may be allowed to 
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judge by implication, there is ground to be- 
lieve that you had no fixed political principle 
at all in your mind at the time you compoſed 
it. My ground for this bold aſſertion is, 
that I find in different parts of that Speech 


a recommendation of practices implying 


principles and views perfectly incompatible 


with one another. For in ſome parts it 
ſeems to be your drift to extend the popula- 
rity of our government; in other parts you 
praile a conduct borrowed from deſpotiſm, - 
and which can only be expected from ſuch 
a State. For inſtance, you recommend 
; the frugal management of the King of 
Pruſſia's houſhold, as a matter of imitation 


for the King of Great-Britain. We all 


know that the King of Pruſſia's cook | is 


nd Are 
ov pen, 


under contract to furniſh dinner to his ma- 


ly, for twenty ſhillings a day, and to 

receive five ſhillings a-head for ſuch gueſts 
as may be occaſionally invited beyond 
that number. Now, Sir, I will venture 
to aſlert, upon the credit of thoſe who 
have often ſtood behind our Sovereign, 

when at bis meals, that he is neither a 


- glutton 
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Suttors nor un eplenre 3 "and that he: i 
be fed as cheaply as the Kind of Pruſſia, 


whenever you and your friends will put 
him in a ſimilar ſituation. But this fru- 
gality is impracticable while a Member of 
parliament inſiſts upon having the honour 
ok turning his ſpit; and who would im— 
| mediately go over to the Minority, ! in caſe 
his Majeſty ſhould ar any time find fault 
with his pocketing as much kitchen-fee 
in one day as would maintain tlie King of 
Pruſſia and his Frenc h | beatus n ts for a 
month, | 


You bibi, with great oſtentation, 


the late Edict of the King of France, re- 
calling many lucrative offices that had 
been granted to perſons and families of 
great diſtinction; expreſſing at the ſame 
time his intention of employing that 
money in the defence of the State, or of 


occaſionally diſtributing it to perſons. 


whom he ſhould think moſt delerving. 
But you ought to conſider, before you 


make ſuch invidious compariſons, thar a 
F rench King' O edicts are equal | in author ity 
D a with 
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with our Acts of parliament; and that 


none of theſe great people who are thus 


deprived of their appointments have any 


votes, by which they may thwart and 


ur plex his future meaſures. 


You commend the King of France for 


| his judgment, and his regard for his 


people, in appointing one who is a Swiſs 


and a Proteſtant to dire& his finances. 
What are we to draw from hence ? Would 
you think our King acted with judgment 
if he ſent for a foreign Papiſt, let his 


knowledge of finances be what it would, 
and ſet him at the head of his treaſury? 


If you could only tell us what you would 
be at, an obſcure friend like me might be 
perhaps able to help vou in reducing it to 


effect, or in convincing you that it was 


impracticable. But, if after all this 


ambiguity, you are really willing to fave. 
the nation 's money by giving our 
monarch, like the Kings of France and 


Pruſſia, an unlimitted power of with- 


holding falaries from thole who do 
nothing 
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5 "nothing uſeful for them although I 
. moſt heartily abominate the project, yet 
to explain to you what I mean by the 
ſpirit of bufmeſs, I will point out a method 
by which it may be caſily accompliſhed. 
Nor, perhaps will the communication be 
altogether uſeleſs to the public, The 
knowledge of poiſons is a neceſſary branch 
of the medicinal art, were it only for this, 
that they are carefully to be avoided, 
which would not happen, if thoſe who 
have the adminiſtration of medicines were 
not taught accurately to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
| poiſons from the e drugs. 


With this uſeful view, 1 in perfect 
confidence that the good people of Eng- 
land will not be ſo mad, as wittingly and 
EE. willingly to ſwallow arſenic, inſtead of ſu- 

gar, after I have ſhewn them the difference, 

by I will ſhew you how a King of England 
may be ſet as free from the necellity of 
corrupting | or being corrupted, i any 
King on the Continent. Nor do I mean 
to argue any praiſe to myſelf for the 
Os: diſcovery 3 * 
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diſcovery; for J contela that 1 received 


the firſt hint of it from a public letter of 
the Duke of Ricumony; though his grace, 
who is more a man of buſtle than a 


man of buſineſs, did not probably ſee the 


whole merit of his innovation, nor to 


what A degree | it might be improved. 
Let there then be invitations printed 


in the newſpapers for convening meetings 


in each county, addreſſed: 


To 0 the copyholders, curates, and all the 


_ other inbabitants of the county of 
awho have never been permitted to vote for 


Members of parliament : and when met, 
let ſome perſon, previouſly trained at the 


ſocieties for public ſpeaking, addreſs them 


in a ſtrain ſomewhat like the following 
Friends and Countrymen, 


« You muſt have all obſerved that in 
the advertiſement for the purpoſe of 


* 


„ convening this meeting, the freehold- 


* 


5 


* 


4 


4 


$4 


tended to be perpetual. God forbid 
. 


— 


ers of the county have been ſtudiouſly 
excluded ; but it is now proper to in- 
form you that this excluſion is not in- 
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have been productive of much diſorder, 


if we had admitted them into our 
deliberations, till the plan came to be fo 
ſettled, that their oppoſition to it would 
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were to interpret the name Freeholders, 
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that in a lan Which! is meant to eſtabliſh 
the equal liberty of every Engliſhman, 


the freeholders alone ſhould be depriv- 


ed of their birthright. But as this plan 


ſtrikes directly ar what we apprehend 


to be an uſurpation of theirs, it might 


be manifeſtly ineffectual, and conſe- 
quently not attempted. Indeed, if we 


according to the conduct of thoſe Who 


have borne it, we mult conclude that 


they were fo called from their holding 5 


themſelves alone to be free, while they 
Held all the other inhabitants of. the - 


"7 2 


1 


66 


£6 


| 4 


« county to be ſlaves, | and creatures „ 
whole perſons and property they me Es 
« the intire diſpoſal. It is, indeed, 
** uſurpation of long fanding, and ib U it 
had been uſed with. moderation, and 


; the general g good of the community, 
68. 


t might have laſted ſtill longer, 
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without our being prompted to ſearch 
into its original foundation, But 
lulled by our long patience into a ſtate 


of ſecurity, they have, by little and 


little, turned this uſurped power into a 
diſgraceful and pernicious traffic, which 
has at laſt opened our eyes, and obliges 
us to aboliſh it, as oppreſſive to the 
majority of the individuals, and dan- 
gerous to the State itſelf. Our govern- 
ment has been ſaid to be a government 
of King, Lords, and Commons; but it 
* has been ſaid unthinkingly and with- 
out examination. It will be found, 
that of late years, neither the King, 
the Lords, nor nine out of ten of the 
Commons, have had any effential ſhare 
in it; but that the whole has been 
exerciſed. by a few in the counties, 5 
. who call themſelves Freeholders, and 
few in certain towns, who call 
e ie Freemen, under which names, 


which add inſult to injury, they have 


given and granted the property of 


the rich and the poor, of the Peer : 
: E and 
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and the Peaſant without their advice or 
conſent. And to whom did they give 


and grant our money? It was ſaid 


to the King; to be expended in the 
public ſervice, and in the defence of 
the kingdom. If this had been true, 
there would have bcen no ſolid ground 
for complaint; - but it is all a juggle. 
The King, upon a nearer inſpection, 18 
now found out to be only their ſteward 
or banker, and that they have employed 
the plenitude oftheir power, or influence, 
in demanding back from him by -theit- 


agents or repreſentatives in parliament 
a great part of this public money for 5 


their own private uſe; and a much 


greater part than the public ſervice, 
eſpecially in time of v. ar, could with 


ſafety permit. 
i do not like to enter into a Glguſt- 
ful detail of what has been juſtly 


who have any curioſity of this ſort 
will find ſufficient gratification to it 
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A Letter to 


from reading the ſpeeches of the 


Minority in parliament, as printed in 
every newſpaper; and from Mr. 
Bux kk's excellent Specch, which for 
your benefit he has given to the preſs. 
It is ſufficient for me to have hinted to 
you the general principle of this ſyſtem, 
and the ſource from whence it pro- 
cecds. The time is now come for 


putting an end to it; It 15 OW time 


that our gracious Sovereign, our an- 
cient Nobility, and every free-born 


Engliſhman, ſhould be freed from an 


unworthy thraldom to a ſet of contrac- 


tors, jobbers, and Eaſt India clerks ; 


and that, inſtead of the dominion of 
money, the dominion of men ſhould 
ebe once more reſtored. If you are 


„ hearty in this deſigu, nothing can 
6 prevent the accompliſhinent of it. 10 


* bribe you will not be attempted; and 
you are too numerous to be forced. 
Nor is there any quarter from whence 
force is to be ee. The King 
e mut 
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muſt be pleaſed with our dutiful attach- 


& 


ment, and the confidence we place in 
him : the Nobility ſcem to participate 
of our ſufferings; and even many of the 


Frecholders ſhew themſelves to be diſ- 


ſatisfied with the conſequences of the 


ſyſtem, as appears by the petitions and 


reſolves of the late county meetings, 


though, by the bias'd Frecholders having : 


been the majority at theſe meetings, * 


there has been no attempt made at them 
for probing the ſore to the bottom, and ; 
: producing an effectual care: © 


9 therefore move, That an humble 
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66 
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66 


addreſs and petition be drawn ub and 
preſented 70 his Majeſty, praying him to 
take under his royal and paternal care the 


expenditure of the public money © That be 


vill be graciouſly pleaſed to abol! 2 all 
7 1 and uſeleſs places; to retrench all 
exorbitant ſalaries ; and to revoke or di : 


minifh all penſions dhe ae held by Per 25 


"mh ſons who have never dm any. thing to 


or ve them. And, moreover, to are 
V1 3 


opinion of the wiſeſt men in Europe, that 
form by which abuſes are beſt prevented. 
Whatever checks can be conſtitutionally 
given to faults in the adminiſtration of _ 
i our government, it is our duty to give; 
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His Majeſty, that wwe, his faithful people, 
„ Twill ſupport him in the execution of this 
his public duty, with our lives and for- 
lunes, againſt every cabal of _ denomi- 
nation Wwhatſoever.'* 


This, Sir, is a plauſible fort of lin. 
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guage, which has often been ſucceſsful 3 


in deſtroying public liberty, and perhaps 


never bade fairer for ſucceſs than in this 


country at this preſent. time. 1. hope, 
however, that neither you, nor any of 
your aſſociates in reformation, will ſuffer 15 | 
your rage againſt bad miniſters to carry | 
5 you ſuch lengths as to tr y the experiment. 5 | 
Every form of government, like every other | 
contrivance of that frail and imperfect | 

5 creature, man, 18 ſubject to abuſes, of one w_ 


fort or another ; 3 and it isa ſufficient „ 


comium upon ours to fay, that it is, in the 5 
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but let us be cautious in our amend- 
ments, how we touch that venerable Con- 


ſtitution itſelf, and let us conſtantly ap- 
proach it with a fearful and trembling | 
hand. O#ingentorum annorum fortuna di. 


ciplinaque compages hec coaluit : que convells 
niſi cum exitio convellentium non poteſt, Sed 


vobis maximum diſcrimen, penes quos aurum 
& opes, præcipuæ bellorum cauſe. Theſe 
lines of Tacitus I beg you to read to your 


friend the Marquis of ROCKINGHAM; 


and to tell him from me, his unknown 


well-wiſher, that whatever advantage 


may accrue to the low, the profligate, and 
the needy, from the bonds of law and 


government being thrown looſe, that a 


5 Peer of England, with a fortune ſuitable 


to his high rank, has nothing to hope 


from it, nor from any of thoſe ſcenes 


of bloodſhed and rapine, with which 


ſuch diffolution: EE gener ally attended. 5 


| Theſe, Sir, unconnected with all party 8 


views, are my own genuine ſentiments 


upon 
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upon the buſineſs now in agitation ; and 


I hope you will believe me cqually fin- 
cere, when I afſure you, that 


1 am; with great perſonal regard; 
Your friend and well-wiſher, 
STEADY. 


1780. 
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